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Designed by  ~  Annette Green 
Graphic 45® Supplies:
1 each G45 Regular Tag & Gears Die Set  (4501688)
1 pack G45 Staples - Regular Tags—Kraft  (4501123) 
1 pack G45 Staples - Regular Tags—Ivory  (4501221) 
1 pack G45 Staples - Regular Tags—Black  (4500981) 
1 each Kaleidoscope Patterns & Solids Pad* (4501857)
   *Any Patterns & Solids Pad may be used for this project 

Optional Supplies: 
Misc. Ribbon and/or Twine *not included*

Tools, Adhesives & Ink: 
Paper trimmer, scissors, scoring tools, corner rounder, ruler, 
adhesive of choice, Optional: black ink & blending sponge

Notes: 
•	All	measurements	are	width	x	height	unless	specified.
•	Optional: Ink paper edges with black ink and blending tool 

before adhering.
•	Measurements in the Cutting Guides suggest sizes to  

pre-cut papers to make handling for die-cutting easier.
•	This album can be made using a Patterns & Solids pad from 

any G45 collection, creating endless possibilities!
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— File Folder Mini Album —

Directions: 

1. Cut out the 
two File Folder 
templates from 
the back cover 
of the paper 
collection into 
two pieces down 
the center line.

2. Trace the 
pieces onto the 

Black Words 
paper, cut out 

and adhere to the 
white side of the 
cardboard	file	
folder pieces.



3. From the front cover 
of the paper collection, 
cut the 4½” x 61 ⁄8” section 
shown, discarding the 
extra piece on the far 
right. With the 4½” 
across the top of your 
score board, score at the 
intersections of the three 
designs, which should be 
1½” and another 1½”. This 
will be your album spine.

4. From the solid side 
of the Purple Zebra 

Stripes and Black Swirls 
papers, die cut each 

with the gears die. Cut 
out matching sets of 
gears, then layer the 

purple over the black 
with a slight offset 
as shown. Save the 

remaining die-cut gears 
for later steps.

5. Adhere the black 
design portion 
of the “spine” 
piece to the front 
cover	file	folder	
piece, then the 
blue zebra stripe 
portion to the back 
cover	file	folder	
piece. Adhere gear 
clusters to cover, 
making sure all 

offset black “shadows” are falling in the same direction.

6. From the Black Swirls paper, cut the following: 
one 2½” x 4¼”, two 15 ⁄8” x 4¼”, two 13 ⁄8” x 4¼”, and  
two 11 ⁄8” x 4¼”. Score each long side at ½” and fold 
upwards. These will be the album hinges.

7. Cut a 2” x 61 ⁄8” 
piece of Black 

Words paper and 
score ¼” along 

both long sides. 
Adhere to inner 

spine of cardboard 
cover as shown. 

Adhere the largest 
single hinge 

piece to the inner album spine ¼” up from the bottom, 
centered left to right. Adhere the two 15 ⁄8” hinge pieces 
side by side (with equal spacing) within the large hinge 

as indicated by arrows.

8. Continue adhering 
the hinge pieces from 
largest to smallest 
in the same manner, 
with equal spacing 
between each, which 
should be about 1 ⁄8”. 
You should have 14 
hinges.

9. Stack 
together the 

Orange Flowers 
and Orange 

Swirls papers 
then die-cut 

using the 
regular tag die. 

With the two 
die-cuts still 

together, cut 1½” off the tops. Adhere the two pieces 
shown to a black regular Graphic 45 tag (grommet 

facing up). Set aside the other two pieces for the last 
page in the album. Snip out a few black gears from the 

scrap piece from Step 4 and adhere to tag as desired.

10. Place adhesive 
onto the front side 
of	the	first	hinge	and	
adhere the tag from 
Step 9 as shown, 
lining up the bottom 
edge to the bottom 
of the album cover.
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11. Die-cut a 
piece of Blue 
Flowers using 
the regular tag 
die. Adhere to 
the back of the 
black tag in your 
album. These 
steps will repeat 
throughout the 

album, always adhering the papers to the tag front 
first,	then	the	tag	to	the	album	hinge,	then	the	paper	to	
the back of the tag. This is what hides the hinges nicely.

12. Die-cut Blue Zebra 
Stripes and Black Swirls 

using the regular tag die. 
Adhere the blue to a Kraft 

tag, then trim 2½” off the 
bottom of the black and 

adhere on three sides to 
form a pocket. Snip a few 

purple gears from Step 
4 and adhere to pocket. 

Adhere this tag unit to the 
next hinge in the album.

13. Die-cut the 
Purple Words 
and Purple Zebra 
Stripes papers 
using the regular 
tag die. Keeping 
them stacked 
together, cut ½” off 
both sides.

14. Mix the 
sides from 

the papers in 
Step 13 with 
the opposing 

pattern as 
you adhere 

one set to the 
back of the 

Kraft tag in 
the album, 

then the other 
set to an Ivory tag. Add some black gears as desired 

and adhere the Ivory tag to the next hinge.

15. Die-cut 
the Orange 

Flowers and 
Orange Swirls 

papers using 
the regular 

tag die. 
Die-cut the 

Orange Swirls 
piece again, this time using the gears die as shown. 

16. Adhere the 
Orange Flowers 
die-cut to the 
back of the Ivory 
tag in the album, 
then the Orange 
Swirls piece to a 
Black tag. Notice 
that	you	can	flip	
the gear piece 
over to the solid 

side when you adhere in place. Adhere this Black tag  
to the next hinge as shown.

17. Die-cut the 
Black Words paper 

using the regular 
tag die and adhere 

to the back of the 
black tag. Die-cut 

the solid side of 
the Blue Zebra 

Stripes paper using 
the gears die. Cut 

a corner section 
and adhere. Die-cut the Black Swirls and Blue Flowers 

papers using the regular tag die. Adhere the black to 
a Kraft tag, then trim 2½” off the bottom of the blue. 

(Save the top piece for the next step.) Adhere blue as a 
pocket. Snip a few black gears and adhere to pocket.

 Adhere to next hinge.
18. Adhere the 
top piece of Blue 
Flowers to the back 
of the Kraft tag 
in the album (not 
shown). Die-cut 
Purple Words paper 
using tag die. Score 
1½” from bottom 
and fold upward to 
form a pocket. 
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19. Use a corner 
rounder punch to 
finish	the	bottom	
corners of purple 
die-cut (from Step 
18) and adhere 
to the back of the 
Kraft tag in the 
album. (You can 
pop the circle back 

into the tag hole if you like. Optional.) Die-cut another 
Purple Words paper using the regular tag die, adhere  
to an Ivory tag and adhere some blue gears. Adhere  
tag to the next hinge.

20. From scraps of 
Blue Flowers paper, 
cut two 311 ⁄16”  
x ½” strips and 
adhere as shown to 
both facing tags.

21. Die-cut two 
Orange Flowers and 

one Orange Swirls 
papers using the 

regular tag die. Trim 
1½” off the top of 

one Orange Flowers 
and one Orange 

Swirls die-cuts. Set 
aside the pieces NOT 

shown in the photo 
for Step 30.

22. Die-cut the Orange 
Flowers piece from Step 21 
using the gears die across 
the middle. 

23. Adhere 
the Orange 
Swirls and 

Orange 
Flowers to 
the back of 

the Ivory 
tag in the 

album, then 
the Orange 

Flowers 
pieces, including gears, to a Black tag. Adhere this tag 

to the next hinge.

24. Die-cut Blue 
Zebra Stripes, 
Blue Flowers, 
and Black 
Swirls papers 
using the 
regular tag die. 
Trim 2½” off  
the bottom  

of the black as shown. Discard the top piece.

25. Adhere 
Blue Zebra 

Stripes paper 
to the back of 
the Black Tag 
and the Blue 

Flowers paper 
to a Kraft tag. 

Adhere the 
Black Swirls 

piece as a 
pocket, then add a few purple gears. Adhere this tag to 

the next hinge.

26. Repeat 
Step 13’s 
die-cutting 
directions. 
Adhere one 
set of papers 
to the back of 
the Kraft tag 
in the album 
and the other 
set to an 

Ivory tag. Add some black gears and adhere this tag  
to the next hinge.
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27. Repeat 
Step 15 
and 16’s 
die-cutting 
directions, 
switching 
the papers 
as shown. 
Adhere 
Orange Swirls 
to back of 

Ivory tag in album and Orange Flowers pieces to a 
Black tag. Adhere this tag to the next hinge.

28. Die-cut 
Black Swirls, 
Black Words 

and Blue 
Zebra Stripes 
papers using 

the regular 
tag die. 

Adhere Black 
Swirls to the 

back of the 
black tag in the album. Adhere Black Words to a Kraft 

tag, then cut off 2½” from bottom of Blue Zebra Stripes 
tag and adhere as a pocket. Die-cut more black gears 
and blue gears and add as shown. Adhere this tag to 

the next hinge.

29. Die-cut 
Blue Flowers 
and two 
Purple Zebra 
Stripes papers 
using the 
regular tag 
die. Trim off 
and discard 
½” from the 
bottom of the 

Blue Flowers piece. Trim two more ½” pieces for your 
accent strips. Adhere the remaining die-cut piece to 
the back of the Kraft tag in the album. Score one purple 
die-cut 1½” from bottom and fold up to make a pocket. 
Adhere. Adhere remaining purple piece and accent 
strip to an Ivory tag, adding some blue gears. (You may 
have to die-cut more gears) Adhere ivory tag to the 
next hinge.

30. Adhere 
the Orange 
Swirls and 

Orange 
Flowers 

papers you 
put aside from 
Step 21 to the 

back of the 
Ivory tag. Die-

cut another 
Orange Flowers paper using the regular tag die and 

follow the same directions from Step 22. Adhere to a 
Black tag and adhere this to the next hinge.

31. Die-cut 
Blue Zebra 
Stripes, Blue 
Flowers, and 
Black Swirls 
using the 
regular tag 
die. Trim 2½” 
off bottom of 
black piece. 
Adhere Blue 
Zebra Stripes 
to back of 

Black tag, then Blue Flowers to a Kraft tag, and Black 
Swirls 2½” piece as a pocket. Die-cut and add more 
purple	gears,	then	adhere	tag	to	the	final	hinge.

32. Adhere the die-
cut pieces put aside 

from Step 9 to the 
back of the Kraft tag. 

Add some black gears. 

Optional: You can 
add various ribbon 
or twine to the tops 
of each tag in your 
album to dress it up.

         Graphic 45                Metal Dies & Tags Project Series

    Regular Tag & Gears Dies — File Folder Mini Album

              www.g45papers.com | info@g45papers.com                           pg 5 of 5


